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Public Colleges Should Be Free In the United States
Should public college be free? This is the question. Let us dive into some of the pros and cons of a free public further education system and what effects it may have on society. How could we achieve this goal, and might it change the national outlook on a continued education?  By creating the opportunity for free public college education, many more people gain the chance to broaden their educational possibilities. Also we could lower the trillion dollars of student debt that exists, or at least keep it from rising if college education were free. Parts of the United States and other countries used to offer free college, and we should go back to how it used to be. Free tuition should be offered at public colleges because the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer and Manufacturing) industry could fill more positions that are in need to be filled and the cost to the student is too high.
 Free education will prevent outsourcing to other countries and training of uneducated individuals to fill these positions within the STEM industry. According to Sintia Radu in his article “Americans think they have a shortage of STEM workers.”  “The shortage affects various industries, with the manufacturing sector alone predicted to need about 3.5 million jobs by 2025 -- but up to 2 million of these positions might go unfilled due to the difficulty of finding qualified workers” (2018). If more people are brought into the industry because college was offered free of charge, some of the 2 million jobs that go unfilled would be filled and benefit society. If we offered free education, we could build our nation with qualified workers instead of outsourcing to other countries, helping their economy. That way we fill the workforce with qualified, skilled workers from our own country, who would not have to worry about whether or not they will make enough money to pay back their student debt; they would instead concentrate on finding a career in the STEM Industry. The more our society makes, the more our economy grows, which creates more tax dollars to put back into our government so they can help fund our education system, creating a more educated and richer nation. The more educated people we have with employment that pays enough to support them, the less strain will be placed on our nation’s resources. Two million jobs unfilled, equals two million people that are a strain on society because they could not afford college and are not qualified to fill these positions.
Next, the cost of college tuition is too high for the students. If college were free the student could focus more on school and less on how they will pay for their education. Also, if college were free, we would have more people attempting to get an education and we could fill some of the professional level positions that go unfilled. As stated by Doehring, Carrie PhD, “students that graduated in 2016 had incurred more than $40,000 in student loans, and many students are making student loan payments that range from 350 to 1000 a month”(2018). This article proves that the cost of public education for students is too high. Students starting at an entry level position right out of college cannot afford payments of 350 to 1000 a month, plus living expenses. According to Doehring’s, Carrie PhD article she states “3 out of 4 people have anxiety of financial stress.”(2018). No wonder they have a poor quality of life and some adopt bad coping habits to deal with the stress. Then, if a person wants to go for a higher degree, they will accrue more debt which makes them even more stressed. The debt just keeps piling up on students and before they know it they are out of college in the real world, with real debt. Another reason college should be free is: what happens to these students that need to get a loan for a car or house if they default on their loan? Then their credit is so shot that banks will not consider lending them more money because they have ran their credit up and now show bad payment history. Keep in mind these are the people that went to college to educate themselves to obtain a specific career that was supposed to support them and provide a retirement for them one day. Because they must pay back student loan debt, most graduates cannot save for retirement for years after graduating. Not only does it slow down the retirement track, but it also prevents a lot of graduates from having families. For many, not having a family is a horrible feeling. Yes, because how can they afford a family if they cannot afford their basic living expenses, student loan debt, and retirement? Again, another reason why college should be free.
Students can get financial aid, grants and scholarships to help pay for their college education. According to Robin Farmer in her article “Financial aid makes college more affordable--often more affordable than students realize. Two out of three full-time students pay for college with the help of grant aid, which reduces the cost. Many more receive federal tax credits and deductions to help cover expenses.” Farmer makes a valid point that students simply can apply for financial aid, grants and scholarships, and that by doing so it makes college becomes affordable. There is not a need for college to be free with all this financial aid at the fingertips of students. However, financial aid assistance would only assist a very small percentage of our nation. Unfortunately, what Farmer fails to communicate once they do receive aid, it most likely is not enough to cover all of their educational expenses. Also, not all students qualify for financial aid, being that their parents make too much money, or that their GPA is not high enough. Also, look at the cost of living, tuition, books and miscellaneous fees. It is not a realistic argument that financial aid is enough to pay all of these fees and allow the student to go to college full time and stress over “how I am going to pay for my education”. College should be free for all that want to attend, to better themselves and our nation, instead of only a small percentage that qualify for aid and an even smaller amount of people that aid alone is actually enough. 
Second point is that the STEM industry is not in trouble. There are plenty of workers for this industry. According to Hal Salzman in the article titled “What shortages? The real evidence about the STEM workforce”, he stated there is not a shortage of engineers. In 2011, Apple stated that they could have filled 700,000 positions in this field using American employees. But instead they outsourced to China using the excuse that they could not find 700,000 American workers (58). Is it they could not find the workers or was it the price difference between an American worker and a Chinese worker? Exactly, the price difference between the two workers is an insane difference for a company to pay. Salzman’s point of view is agreeable that there may be enough workers in America, but that the companies are not wanting to pay for them. It is a very valid point, however Salzman is not mentioning the cost of an education in the STEM industry. He fails to state that most graduates with an Associate degree will have student loan debt of $40,000. College graduates do not want to work for a minimum salary after investing on minimum, $40,000 for a degree. It is too big of an investment and risk of, will these companies hire me after I finish this degree, for such a small return. With that being said college should be free. If it were free, we would have more people willing to educate themselves and accept these positions that are needed in the STEM industry in America. Instead of allowing these jobs to be outsourced to another country, we should be aiding our citizens with free college to educate and help our citizens gain a career.
Should public college be free? Yes, public college should be free for these two reasons. Student debt is way too high for students to pay back and live a life that one desires. Secondly, to prevent outsourcing to other countries we need to provide an education, free to citizens so the nation can fill those two million jobs that go unfilled in the STEM industry. With free public education a few things will happen that will make our nation great. First, it will relieve future graduates of student debt so they can help the economy grow instead of being a strain on society. Secondly, the two million jobs that go unfilled could be filled with citizens that will then pay taxes that will go back into the government and in return help pay for free public education. The solution to this problem is easy. More educated workers equals less strain on our economic system. The more our citizens make, the less aid they will need and the more our tax dollars can be spent on items such as free public education.
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